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PROCLAMATION 
 
 

Relating to the 50th anniversary of the Protect Kaho‘olawe ‘Ohana 
 
 
WHEREAS, on January 4, 1976, the first protest landing on Kaho‘olawe, organized by Charles Maxwell, 
President of the Aboriginal Lands of Hawaiian Ancestry (ALOHA) Association, an organization seeking 
support for a federal Native Hawaiian reparations bill, was made by nine individuals who ventured across 
the ʻAlalākeiki Channel to Kaho‘olawe to bring attention to the need for the United States to make 
reparations to Native Hawaiians because of the role played by U. S. Naval forces in the overthrow of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom, later to be determined illegal in Public Law 103-150, and to protest  military control 
of and training on Hawaiian lands; and 
 
WHEREAS, the experiences of the “Kaho‘olawe Nine,” George Helm, Emmett Aluli, Kimo Aluli, 
Walter Ritte, Kawaipuna Prejean, Ian Lind, Ellen Miles, Steve Morse and Karla Villalba brought public 
awareness to the damage and destruction caused by the on-going military use of Kahoʻolawe; and 
 
WHEREAS, under the leadership of George Helm and with the support of Aunty Emma Defries, Kahuna 
Sam Lono, Edith Kanakaʻole, Molokaʻi kūpuna and many others, access to the island was negotiated with 
the U.S. Navy to hold a ceremony in Hakioawa on February 13, 1976, to request the island’s blessing and 
permission to work to protect and heal it  and thus began an island wide, grassroot Aloha ʻĀina 
movement under the leadership of the Protect Kahoʻolawe ʻOhana (‘Ohana); and 
 
WHEREAS, in March 1977, George Helm, James Kimo Mitchell and William Mitchell journeyed to 
Kaho‘olawe in search of two Native Hawaiians who had been on the island for more than a few weeks. 
George Helm and Kimo Mitchell were last seen in waters off Kaho‘olawe and have never been found; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, in 1976, Dr. Noa Emmett Aluli, M.D. and the Protect Kaho‘olawe ‘Ohana, filed a civil suit, 
Aluli v. Rumsfeld, in U.S. District Court in the District of Hawai‘i. The suit sought compliance by the U.S. 
Navy with environmental, historic preservation and religious freedom laws; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 1980, the court settled Aluli v. Brown, formerly Rumsfeld, by issuing a Consent Decree 
mandating the Navy to survey and protect historic and cultural sites on the island, clear surface 
unexploded ordnance, begin soil conservation and revegetation programs and eradicate goats. The Decree 
provided further recognition the PKO as stewards of the island and authorized the PKO access to the 
island for religious, cultural, educational and scientific activities; and 
 
WHEREAS, on October 22, 1990, President George H. Bush issued a Memorandum to the Secretary of 
Defense to halt all bombing and munition training on Kaho‘olawe. Following this action, the U.S. 
Congress established the Kaho‘olawe Island Conveyance Commission to study Kahoʻolawe and make 
recommendations for the terms and conditions of the island’s return to the State of Hawai‘i; and 
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