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A soldier
stands guard
at a security
barrier outside
the Fort Hood,
Texas,  
courthouse
where the
court-martial
of Maj. Nidal
Hasan was
taking place
Friday. 
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Pope Francis greets the faithful as he leaves the village of Castel Gandolfo, the pontiff’s
summer residence outside Rome, on Thursday. 

By PAUL J. WEBER, The Associated Press
FORT HOOD, Texas — A military jury on Friday

convicted Maj. Nidal Hasan in the deadly 2009 shoot-
ing rampage at Fort Hood, making the Army psychia-
trist eligible for the death penalty in the shocking assault
against American troops by one of their own on home
soil.

There was never any doubt that Hasan was the gun-
man. He acknowledged to the jury that he was the one
who pulled the trigger on fellow soldiers as they pre-
pared to deploy overseas to Iraq and Afghanistan. And
he barely defended himself during a three-week trial.

The unanimous decision on all 13 counts of premedi-
tated murder made Hasan eligible for execution in the
sentencing phase that begins Monday.

“This is where members (of the jury) decide whether
you will live or whether you will die,” said Col. Tara Os-
born, the trial judge.

Hasan, who said he acted to protect Muslim insur-

By NICOLE WINFIELD, The Associated Press
VATICAN CITY — A word of warning to those

who write personal notes to Pope Francis: He might just
call you back.

Francis has charmed the masses with his informal
style, simplicity and sense of humor — and a handful of
strangers have gotten the treatment up close, receiving
papal phone calls out of the blue after writing him or suf-
fering some personal tragedy.

After another random phone call from the pope this
week, Italy’s leading Corriere della Sera daily offered
etiquette tips for the lucky recipients, proposing conver-
sation starters and no-go areas on its front page Friday.

Topping the list: Be ready, especially if the land line

By BRADLEY KLAPPER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama on Friday played
down the prospect of speedy U.S.
intervention in Syria, stressing the
difficulty of ordering military action
against the Assad government with-
out a strong international coalition
and a legal mandate from the United
Nations.

Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel
said Obama has asked the Pentagon
to provide military options in light

of reports that the Syrian govern-
ment used chemical weapons
against civilians. While Hagel de-
clined to discuss any specific force
movements, U.S. defense officials
said the Navy had moved a fourth
warship into the region. Each can
launch ballistic missiles.

“The Defense Department has a
responsibility to provide the presi-
dent with options for contingencies,
and that requires positioning our
forces, positioning our assets, to be
able to carry out different options

— whatever options the president
might choose,” Hagel told reporters
traveling with him to Asia.

U.S. Navy ships are capable of a
variety of military action, including
launching Tomahawk cruise mis-
siles, as they did against Libya in
2011 as part of an international ac-
tion that led to the overthrow of the
Libyan government.

While the Obama administration
weighed military responses to this
week’s claims of a large-scale
chemical weapons attack near Dam-

ascus, Obama spoke as cautiously as
ever about getting involved in a war
that has killed more than 100,000
people and now includes Hezbollah
and al-Qaida.

The president made no mention
of the “red line” of chemical
weapons use that he marked out for
Syrian President Bashar Assad a
year ago and that U.S. intelligence
says has been breached at least on a
small scale several times since.

“If the U.S. goes in and attacks
another country without a U.N.

mandate and without clear evidence
that can be presented, then there are
questions in terms of whether inter-
national law supports it — do we
have the coalition to make it work?”
Obama said Friday. “Those are con-
siderations that we have to take into
account.”

The reported attack Wednesday,
which killed at least 100 people in a
Damascus suburb, would amount to

By BRIAN PERRY
City Editor

Although its students achieved high
reading, math and science proficiency
scores, Kihei Charter School’s low 51 per-
cent on-time graduation rate dropped it to
the bottom 5 percent of schools statewide
under the public schools’ new Strive HI
Performance System.

Kihei Charter’s Strive report card shows
that it was automatically classified as a
“priority” school in need of “very high”
levels of state intervention and involve-
ment. Thirteen other public schools are

“priority” schools, with none of those in
Maui County.

State Department of Education
spokesman Alex Da Silva said that any
school with a high school graduation rate
of less than 70 percent over three consecu-
tive years is classified as a priority school.

Although Da Silva said Kihei Charter
did well in its academic measures, the
Strive system aims for schools to identify
strengths and weaknesses and to make im-
provements where needed.

“It’s a broader picture of the school,” he
said. It’s not to “focus on any one thing, but

focus on everything.”
The Strive system replaces the federal

education reform’s “No Child Left Be-
hind” system in which schools were rated
on whether students met escalating, annual
reading and math benchmarks, known as
“adequate yearly progress.”

George Winterscheid, executive director
of Kihei Public Charter School, acknowl-
edged the school’s low on-time graduation
rate Friday, but he said it was because the
school has a commitment to academic ex-
cellence.

‘It’s the pope’
Francis has been making calls out of the blue

to people who’ve reached out to him

See POPE on Page A4

See HASAN on Page A4

See CHARTER on Page A4

Kihei Charter School Executive Director George Winterscheid drops in on a Friday meeting with teacher Melinda White
(from left), education assistant Summer Pansariang, teacher Leslie Baldridge and education assistant Kimberlee Baldridge. 
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Obama plays down U.S. intervention in Syria
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Kihei Charter rated low;
student proficiency high
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By EILEEN CHAO
Staff Writer

KAHULUI — Using Ka-
hoolawe as a “living class-
room,” eliminating all modern
infrastructure and existing
roads and inviting Native
Hawaiian leaders to see the is-
land for themselves are just a
few ideas that emerged at the
end of the first of a series of
strategic planning meetings
hosted by the Kaho‘olawe Is-
land Reserve Commission on
Thursday night.

About 20 residents attended
the meeting at Lihikai Elemen-
tary School, offering ideas on
what they thought the commis-
sion’s priorities should be as it
forms a strategic plan for the
next 12 years.

Discussion was guided by
questions such as: “What do
you envision as the ongoing
and new functions for Ka-
hoolawe?” and “What are the
sources that can help sustain
those functions and activities?”

“We’re looking at a strategic
plan up to 2026, because that
marks 50 years of Hawaiian
occupation of Kahoolawe,”
commission Executive Direc-
tor Michael Naho‘opi‘i said at
the meeting. “What can we ac-
complish after 50 years of be-
ing on the island?”

For decades, the U.S. Navy
used the small island as a
bombing range. After a series
of protests and the first landing
on the island by members of
the Protect Kaho‘olawe Ohana
in 1976, the military agreed to
cease bombing in 1990. In
1994, the island was returned
to the state’s jurisdiction, with
a $44 million trust fund for en-
vironmental restoration and
other archaeological and edu-
cational activities.   

Now, the fund has only
about $6.5 million, which is
projected to be depleted by

2016, according to a state au-
dit released in July.

Commission members
maintain that the fund was nev-
er supposed to be a permanent
source of money for operations
on Kahoolawe; it was merely
supposed to be seed money be-
fore the state took over respon-
sibility for the island.

The 1994 Department of
Defense Appropriations Act
conveyed Kahoolawe and its
surrounding waters back to the
State of Hawaii, which, by law,
is responsible for stewardship
of the island until a Native
Hawaiian sovereign entity as-
sumes responsibility.

Naho‘opi‘i said that lobby-
ing legislators has been diffi-
cult in the past because there
had always been millions of
dollars in the trust fund, but
now that the audit revealed the
urgency of the commission’s
depleting funds, it is time for
lawmakers to “step up to the
plate.”

That may mean that the law
may be changed to allow com-
mercial activity on the island as
a source of funding, he said.
State law currently prohibits
any commercial activity on the
reserve.  He encouraged those
opposed to the idea to attend
the meetings and make their
opinions known.

An effort to reach state Sen.
J. Kalani English, whose 7th
Senate District includes Ka-
hoolawe,  was unsuccessful
late Friday afternoon.  

Now, public safety and
preservation are the two major
priorities with Kahoolawe’s
stewardship, according to com-
mission Chairwoman Michele
Chouteau McLean, who also
serves as deputy director of the
county Department of Plan-
ning.

“Kahoolawe is still a very
dangerous place, so there’s the
public safety concern, but the
other is because the marine en-
vironment is incredibly pristine

Police: Man said 
he was an officer

A Lahaina man was arrested
Wednesday and charged with
impersonating a police officer
while robbing another man of
prescription pills, police said.

Bail was set at $25,000 for
Akuila Samiu, 31. He was
charged with first-degree rob-
bery and impersonating a law
enforcement officer.

An all-points bulletin had
been issued for Samiu after La-
haina Criminal Investigation
Division detectives investigat-
ed the robbery reported at
10:45 a.m. Aug. 5. The victim
told police he had left his doc-
tor’s office after an appoint-
ment when he saw Samiu next
to the victim’s vehicle.

Samiu said he was a police
officer and asked the victim to
get into his car and to turn over
the prescription pills, police
said. When the victim refused
at first, Samiu displayed a pa-
per bag containing the butt end
of what the victim believed
was a revolver, police said. The
victim gave Samiu the pills,
police said.

Samiu was arrested at 4:35
p.m. Wednesday in Kihei, ac-
cording to police.

Haiku man accused
in vehicle break-ins

A 55-year-old Haiku man
was arrested for breaking into
vehicles on Lalo Street in
Kahului after Wailuku patrol
officers responded to a report
of a break-in occurring Thurs-
day afternoon, police said.

Bail was set at $10,000 for
Robert Corniel. He was
charged with two counts of
first-degree unauthorized entry
into a motor vehicle.

After responding to the 1:49
p.m. report of the break-in, of-
ficers identified Corniel as the
suspect through two witness
statements, police said.

Corniel was located on
Alamaha Street a short time
later.

Bail $1,000 in theft
of beer from boat

A Lahaina man was arrested
after he was seen going onto
the Pacific Whale Founda-
tion’s Ocean Quest vessel and
leaving with a can of beer early
Thursday, police said.

Dayton Javier, 30, was

charged with second-degree
burglary. His bail was set at
$1,000.

Police were called at 1:40
a.m. after someone reported
seeing Javier going from the
dock onto the boat at Lahaina
Harbor, police said.

Before officers arrived,
Javier was seen leaving the
boat with an item, police said.

When officers contacted
Javier near Slip 4, he had a 12-
ounce can of beer that had been
taken from the vessel, police
said.

Baz will address
Rotary on Monday

Maui County Budget Direc-
tor Sandy Baz will address
members of the Rotary Club of
Kahului at noon Monday at
Cafe O’Lei at the Dunes at
Maui Lani, the club an-
nounced.

Baz will speak on county
spending and public participa-
tion in the budget drafting
process.

Mayor Alan Arakawa ap-
pointed Baz, the former chief
executive officer of Maui Eco-
nomic Opportunity Inc., as
budget director in January
2011. Before being employed
at MEO, Baz was employed by
the county’s Department of
Management.

Born and raised on Maui,
Baz is married and has three
children. He graduated from
St. Anthony Junior-Senior
High School and has a Bache-
lor of Science in business man-
agement from Western Gover-
nors University.

The event is open to the pub-
lic. Lunch costs $20 or a $5
program fee.

For more information, go to
www.kahuluirotary.org or call
club President Paul Janes-
Brown at 572-8000.

State senator will
speak to Rotarians

State Sen. Roz Baker will
provide an update on the state
Legislature to members of the
Kihei Wailea Rotary Club at
noon Wednesday at Mulligans
on the Blue in Wailea.

The event is open to the pub-
lic, costs $16 and includes
lunch.

For more information, call
264-2259.

The deadline for parents and
guardians to return completed
and signed consent forms for
the “Stop Flu at School” pro-
gram is Sept. 6, the state De-
partment of Health announced
Monday.

The free flu vaccine is being
offered to elementary and mid-
dle school children at 327 pub-
lic, private and charter schools
statewide. The Health Depart-

ment is working with school
administrators, health care
providers, pediatric associa-
tions, health insurers and feder-
al partners to curb flu out-
breaks.

More than 65,000 students
are vaccinated statewide annu-
ally in the program, the depart-
ment said.

Parents and guardians can
expect to receive information

packets and vaccination con-
sent forms from participating
schools. Students will receive
vaccinations in October and
November. 

“Vaccinating our keiki helps
protect our communities,”
Health Director Loretta Fuddy
said. “DOH and its partners re-
main committed to offering
free and convenient flu vacci-
nations to Hawaii’s school-age

children through the ‘Stop Flu
at School’ program.

“With continued cuts to fed-
eral funding, our public-private
partnerships become increas-
ingly vital to the continuation
of this program,” she said.

For more information, visit
flu.hawaii.gov/SFAS.html or
call Aloha United Way’s infor-
mation and referral service at
211 for assistance.

By LILA FUJIMOTO
Staff Writer

WAILUKU — Saying he
needed help for his drug prob-
lem, a Kahului man was sen-
tenced to a six-month jail term
after being arrested for having
a pistol in a vehicle under his
stepdaughter’s child seat.

“I never meant to put her in
jeopardy by having that gun,”
Brandon Bal, 25, said in court
Aug. 15. “It was just my fault,
having it in that truck. I know
my circumstances of being a
felon made it worse. I don’t
know even why I had it.”

Bal had pleaded no contest
to keeping an unloaded firearm

in an improper place, two
counts each of being a felon in
possession of a firearm and be-
ing a felon in possession of am-
munition and altering an identi-
fication mark on a firearm.

“We have a felon with guns
around a child,” said Deputy
Prosecutor Jeffery Temas.
“That poses a danger to the
community, a danger to him-
self and a danger for the child
he cares for and was with.”

Bal was arrested May 2,
2012, when police made a
traffic stop on a truck that he
was a passenger in, Temas
said.

“To defendant’s credit, he
admitted having a pistol under

a child seat in the back where
his stepdaughter was,” Temas
said. “Fortunately, the weapon
was not loaded.”

Afterward, he said, police
found a shotgun and 80 rounds
of ammunition for both the
shotgun and pistol in a search
of Bal’s house. Bal admitted he
had obliterated the serial num-
ber on the shotgun, Temas
said.

He said Bal told police:
“Taking and holding onto these
guns was the stupidest thing I
have ever done in my life, and
I’m not sure why I did it. I
know I’m a convicted felon
and that I am not supposed to
own or possess firearms and

ammunition because of it.”

Bal thanked family mem-
bers and friends who were in
the courtroom gallery to show
their support.

While incarcerated for the
past four months, Bal said he
has taken parenting classes and
realizes he needs to change his
priorities. “I always put my
friends before my family,” he
said. “I want to change that. I
want to be there for my daugh-
ter.”

Bal said he had been work-
ing and wanted to continue. “I
just hope I can get that

By LILA FUJIMOTO
Staff Writer

WAILUKU — A Pukalani
man who admitted he had been
selling drugs when police
found methamphetamine, a ri-
fle and ammunition in his car
was sentenced Aug. 14 to a
10-year prison term.

Dino Malano, 43, had asked
to be considered for probation.

Malano had a stroke last fall
“caused by high blood pressure
and ice use,” said Deputy Pub-
lic Defender William “Pili”
McGrath, questioning whether
Malano would receive proper
medical care while in prison.

“He has expensive illness-
es,” McGrath said. “He’s a
much quieter person now.”

Deputy Prosecutor Carson
Tani recommended that
Malano be sentenced to a 10-

year prison term.
“He has a horrendous prior

record,” Tani said. “There’s
drug use dating back to 2001.”

Malano had pleaded not
guilty to charges of being a
felon in possession of a
firearm, being a felon in pos-
session of ammunition, keep-
ing an unloaded firearm in an
improper place, keeping am-
munition in an improper place,
possession of a prohibited pis-
tol magazine, second-degree
promotion of a dangerous drug
and possessing drug parapher-
nalia.

In exchange, the prosecution
dismissed another case against
him.

Malano was arrested March
28, 2012, when police saw
him in the driver’s seat of a
1989 Nissan sedan at the

Pukalani Terrace Center at
1:20 a.m. The car had an ex-
pired safety sticker and delin-
quent automobile tax. When
approached by a police officer,
Malano said he didn’t have a
driver’s license or insurance
for the car and told the officer
that he had earlier smoked
crystal methamphetamine, ac-
cording to the court records.

Police said Malano gave
permission to search the car.
An officer had opened the
trunk when Malano ran onto
Pukalani Street toward the
Mayor Hannibal Tavares
Community Center, police re-
ported. As he was being
chased, Malano ran down a hill
where he slipped and fell be-
fore he was apprehended.

In the trunk, police reported
finding a rifle, a 10-round

magazine holding eight rounds
of ammunition and a 60-round
magazine holding 17 rounds.
Under state law, a magazine
that can fit into a pistol cannot
hold more than 10 rounds of
ammunition.

During a search of Malano,
police reported finding 3.9
grams of methamphetamine.

Second Circuit Judge Rhon-
da Loo noted that the Bush-
master assault rifle had been
stolen from someone’s house.
She said Malano admitted he
was selling drugs to support
himself and was smoking 20
joints of marijuana a day.

“You leave me no choice,”
Loo told Malano in sentencing
him to the prison term.

■ Lila Fujimoto 
can be reached 
at lfujimoto@mauinews.com.

(around Kahoolawe), and if
that were exploited, it would be
a detriment to the whole state,”
McLean said. “If it was open
season at Kahoolawe, it would
be a very short-term gain and
long-term loss for everyone.”

Paukukalo resident Roselle
Bailey, who supported the idea
of inviting Native Hawaiian
leaders to the island, said after
Thursday’s meeting that there
is “still work to be done.”

Most residents in the state,
Native Hawaiian and others
alike, have not had the oppor-
tunity to visit the island, which
Bailey said was a critical com-

ponent to moving forward.
“Hawaiians have a deep

connection to the land — and
not just the land, but the moun-
tains, the waters,” she said, in
support of facilitating more
Native Hawaiians to visit Ka-
hoolawe.

Though the law maintains
that the island be transferred to
a Native Hawaiian sovereign
entity —which may or may
not choose to accept Ka-
hoolawe when the time comes
— commission members
stressed that the planning
process is open to everyone.

“This is something that

everyone should put their
hands in, but it should be done
in a way that everyone recog-
nizes that there is something
spiritual and cultural (about
Kahoolawe),” Naho‘opi‘i said.
“It’s not a national park. It’s
not your backyard. There’s
something different spiritually.
. . . The piko of Kanaloa (an-
cient name for Kahoolawe) is
the crossroads of past and fu-
ture generations from which
the Native Hawaiian lifestyle
spreads throughout the is-
lands.”

The next strategic planning
meeting is scheduled for 6:30

to 8:30 p.m. Thursday at the
Kihei Community Center.
Meetings also will be held in
Lahaina on Sept. 9 and Up-
country on Sept. 12, commis-
sion members said.

Similar community meet-
ings will be conducted on all
islands this fall. A more de-
tailed report analyzing commu-
nity input, identifying projects
and programs is scheduled to
be completed by next summer.

For more information, visit
kahoolawe.hawaii.gov.

■ Eileen Chao can be reached
at echao@mauinews.com.

Brainstorming on the future of Kahoolawe
First meeting held
on strategic plan

Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission Executive Di-
rector Michael Naho‘opi‘i speaks Thursday night during a

strategic planning meeting that drew about 20 residents to
Lihikai Elementary School.
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‘Stop Flu at School’ forms due by Sept. 6

Pukalani man gets 10 years
for gun and drug charges

Gun under child seat nets man jail time
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