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Kihei Charter School Executive Director George Winterscheid drops in on a Friday meeting with teacher Melinda White
(from left), education assistant Summer Pansariang, teacher Leslie Baldridge and education assistant Kimberlee Baldridge.

Kihei Charter rated low;
student proficiency high

By BRIAN PERRY
City Editor

Although its students achieved high
reading, math and science proficiency
scores, Kihei Charter School’s low 51 per-
cent on-time graduation rate dropped it to
the bottom 5 percent of schools statewide
under the public schools’ new Strive HI
Performance System.

Kihei Charter’s Strive report card shows
that it was automatically classified as a
“priority” school in need of “very high”
levels of state intervention and involve-
ment. Thirteen other public schools are

“priority” schools, with none of those in
Maui County.

State  Department of Education
spokesman Alex Da Silva said that any
school with a high school graduation rate
of less than 70 percent over three consecu-
tive years is classified as a priority school.

Although Da Silva said Kihei Charter
did well in its academic measures, the
Strive system aims for schools to identify
strengths and weaknesses and to make im-
provements where needed.

“It’s a broader picture of the school,” he
said. It’s not to “focus on any one thing, but

focus on everything.”

The Strive system replaces the federal
education reform’s “No Child Left Be-
hind” system in which schools were rated
on whether students met escalating, annual
reading and math benchmarks, known as
“adequate yearly progress.”

George Winterscheid, executive director
of Kihei Public Charter School, acknowl-
edged the school’s low on-time graduation
rate Friday, but he said it was because the
school has a commitment to academic ex-
cellence.

See CHARTER on Page A4

Fort Hood
shooter

may face
execution

By PAUL J. WEBER, The Associated Press

FORT HOOD, Texas — A military jury on Friday
convicted Maj. Nidal Hasan in the deadly 2009 shoot-
ing rampage at Fort Hood, making the Army psychia-
trist eligible for the death penalty in the shocking assault
against American troops by one of their own on home
soil.

There was never any doubt that Hasan was the gun-
man. He acknowledged to the jury that he was the one
who pulled the trigger on fellow soldiers as they pre-
pared to deploy overseas to Iraq and Afghanistan. And
he barely defended himself during a three-week trial.

The unanimous decision on all 13 counts of premedi-
tated murder made Hasan eligible for execution in the
sentencing phase that begins Monday.

“This is where members (of the jury) decide whether
you will live or whether you will die,” said Col. Tara Os-
born, the trial judge.

Hasan, who said he acted to protect Muslim insur-

See HASAN on Page A4

1] A soldier
stands guard
at a security
barrier outside
the Fort Hood,
Texas,
courthouse
where the
court-martial
of Maj. Nidal
Tt Hasan was
taking place
Friday.
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First meeting held
on strategic plan

By EILEEN CHAO
Staff Writer

KAHULUI - Using Ka-
hoolawe as a “living class-
room,” eliminating all modern
infrastructure and existing
roads and inviting Native
Hawaiian leaders to see the is-
land for themselves are just a
few ideas that emerged at the
end of the first of a series of
strategic planning meetings
hosted by the Kaho‘olawe Is-
land Reserve Commission on
Thursday night.

About 20 residents attended
the meeting at Lihikai Elemen-
tary School, offering ideas on
what they thought the commis-
sion’s priorities should be as it
forms a strategic plan for the
next 12 years.

Discussion was guided by
questions such as: “What do
you envision as the ongoing
and new functions for Ka-
hoolawe?” and “What are the
sources that can help sustain
those functions and activities?”

“We’re looking at a strategic
plan up to 2026, because that
marks 50 years of Hawaiian
occupation of Kahoolawe,”
commission Executive Direc-
tor Michael Naho‘opi‘i said at
the meeting. “What can we ac-
complish after 50 years of be-
ing on the island?”

For decades, the U.S. Navy
used the small island as a
bombing range. After a series
of protests and the first landing
on the island by members of
the Protect Kaho‘olawe Ohana
in 1976, the military agreed to
cease bombing in 1990. In
1994, the island was returned
to the state’s jurisdiction, with
a $44 million trust fund for en-
vironmental restoration and
other archaeological and edu-
cational activities.

Now, the fund has only
about $6.5 million, which is
projected to be depleted by

2016, according to a state au-
dit released in July.

Commission members
maintain that the fund was nev-
er supposed to be a permanent
source of money for operations
on Kahoolawe; it was merely
supposed to be seed money be-
fore the state took over respon-
sibility for the island.

The 1994 Department of
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Brainstorming on the future of Kahoolawe

Defense Appropriations Act ==

conveyed Kahoolawe and its
surrounding waters back to the
State of Hawaii, which, by law,
is responsible for stewardship
of the island until a Native
Hawaiian sovereign entity as-
sumes responsibility.
Naho‘opi‘i said that lobby-
ing legislators has been diffi-
cult in the past because there
had always been millions of
dollars in the trust fund, but
now that the audit revealed the
urgency of the commission’s

depleting funds, it is time for |

lawmakers to “step up to the
plate.”

That may mean that the law
may be changed to allow com-
mercial activity on the island as
a source of funding, he said.
State law currently prohibits
any commercial activity on the
reserve. He encouraged those
opposed to the idea to attend
the meetings and make their
opinions known.

An effort to reach state Sen.
J. Kalani English, whose 7th
Senate District includes Ka-
hoolawe, was unsuccessful
late Friday afternoon.

Now, public safety and
preservation are the two major
priorities with Kahoolawe’s
stewardship, according to com-
mission Chairwoman Michele
Chouteau McLean, who also
serves as deputy director of the
county Department of Plan-
ning.

“Kahoolawe is still a very
dangerous place, so there’s the
public safety concern, but the
other is because the marine en-
vironment is incredibly pristine

Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission Executive Di-
rector Michael Naho‘opi‘i speaks Thursday night during a

(around Kahoolawe), and if
that were exploited, it would be
a detriment to the whole state,”
McLean said. “If it was open
season at Kahoolawe, it would
be a very short-term gain and
long-term loss for everyone.”
Paukukalo resident Roselle
Bailey, who supported the idea
of inviting Native Hawaiian
leaders to the island, said after
Thursday’s meeting that there
is “still work to be done.”
Most residents in the state,
Native Hawaiian and others
alike, have not had the oppor-
tunity to visit the island, which
Bailey said was a critical com-

ponent to moving forward.

“Hawaiians have a deep
connection to the land — and
not just the land, but the moun-
tains, the waters,” she said, in
support of facilitating more
Native Hawaiians to visit Ka-
hoolawe.

Though the law maintains

that the island be transferred to . . .

a Native Hawaiian sovereign
entity — which may or may
not choose to accept Ka-
hoolawe when the time comes
— commission members
stressed that the planning
process is open to everyone.
“This is something that
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strategic planning meeting that drew about 20 residents to

Lihikai Elementary School.

everyone should put their
hands in, but it should be done
in a way that everyone recog-
nizes that there is something
spiritual and cultural (about
Kahoolawe),” Naho‘opi‘i said.
“It’s not a national park. It’s
not your backyard. There’s
something different spiritually.
The piko of Kanaloa (an-
cient name for Kahoolawe) is
the crossroads of past and fu-
ture generations from which
the Native Hawaiian lifestyle
spreads throughout the is-
lands.”

The next strategic planning
meeting is scheduled for 6:30

to 8:30 p.m. Thursday at the
Kihei Community Center.
Meetings also will be held in
Lahaina on Sept. 9 and Up-
country on Sept. 12, commis-
sion members said.

Similar community meet-
ings will be conducted on all
islands this fall. A more de-
tailed report analyzing commu-
nity input, identifying projects
and programs is scheduled to
be completed by next summer.

For more information, visit
kahoolawe.hawaii.gov.

M Eileen Chao can be reached
at echao@mauinews.com.
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