
Summary of 2015 Legislative Proposal 
KAHO`OLAWE ISLAND RESERVE COMMISSION 

 
Background Request Justification 

The KIRC has been funded since its inception in 1993 from the 
Kaho`olawe Island Rehabilitation Trust Fund, initially sourced from a 
portion of the Federal funding used to clear unexploded ordnance 
from Kaho`olawe. Other than Capitol Improvement Project Funding, 
the KIRC has never received State funding for its staffing and 
operations. 

DLNR budget appropriations for FY16 
and FY17: The KIRC is submitting a 
general fund request through the 
Department of Land and Natural 
Resource’s (DLNR) biennium budget 
request to the legislature. 

The funding is necessary to implement the state’s management 
responsibilities with regard to the Kaho’olawe Island Reserve 
(Reserve); continue the KIRC’s restoration program; maintain 
operation of the base camp and logistic system for the Alternative 
Energy Conversion of the Honokanai`a Base Camp on Kaho`olawe 
CIP project; and maintain public access to the Reserve. Every 
person that has touched the island has come away transformed. 
We must extend this experience to future generations. 

The Conveyance Tax (Chapter 247, HRS) is imposed on all transfers or 
conveyances of real property. In FY2014, the legislature increased 
the conveyance tax distribution to the Rental Housing trust Fund 
from 30% (25% in FY13) to 50% in FY15. 

Conveyance Tax Revenue: Add the 
Kaho`olawe Rehabilitation Trust Fund 
to HRS 247-7 as an additional 
recipient for the distribution of 
Conveyance Tax revenue. 

The purposes of the Kaho`olawe Rehabilitation Trust Fund are 
similar to the purposes of the Land Conservation Fund and the 
Natural Area Reserve Fund.* Both funds echo the KIRC’s mission 
and vision for the restoration and preservation of the Kaho`olawe 
Island Reserve (Reserve) and to provide meaningful and safe use of 
the Reserve.  Therefore, the Kaho`olawe Rehabilitation Trust Fund 
could be considered an ideal match to the existing beneficiaries of 
HRS 247-7. 

During the past four years we have been introducing a measure to 
utilize a portion of the conveyance tax for the Kaho`olawe 
Rehabilitation Trust Fund.  
 

Direct Appropriation of $3.0 
million/year for FY16 and FY17: A 
direct appropriation request for 
FY2016/2017 to the Kaho`olawe 
Island Restoration Trust Fund. 
 

See Justification for " DLNR budget appropriations for FY16 and 
FY17" 

In 2008, a helicopter landed on Kaho`olawe in violation of 
Kaho`olawe’s access control of the island and its surrounding waters. 
KIRC staff approached the pilot and inquired if there were any 
medical or equipment problems.  The pilot stated that there were no 
problems and that he decided to land on Kaho`olawe to have lunch. 
The Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement (DOCARE) 
cited the owner and pilot of the helicopter for trespassing while the 
Maui Prosecutor’s Asset Forfeiture Branch seized the helicopter.  The 
Hawai‘i  Supreme Court overturned an Intermediate Court of 
Appeals decision that allowed asset forfeiture in cases of resource 
destruction. According to the decision, the penalty sections of DLNR 
(and, therefore, KIRC) rules must specifically authorize forfeiture.  
Eventually, the helicopter was returned to the owner, but he was still 
found guilty of trespass.  

Addition of Asset Forfeiture to our 
Statues: Request that provisions for 
asset forfeiture be added to HRS 6K-8, 
which provides penalty provisions for 
the KIRC. 

Since FY 2009, the KIRC has implemented a vessel permit and 
registration process that has raised the awareness of permitted 
activities within the Reserve.  We have noticed a marked decrease 
in fishing and trespass violations since this program was enacted.  
However, the addition of the forfeiture clause to HRS 6K-8 would 
greatly increase the penalties for violators, thus strengthening our 
enforcement capabilities and our protection of the Reserve’s 
resources. 

 
* The Land Conservation Fund was established under Chapter 173A, HRS to acquire and manage lands that “have natural, environmental, recreational, scenic or historic value” to 
the State. HRS 173A-5 allows these funds to be used for the “cost necessary to protect, maintain, or restore resources at risk on these lands, or that provide for greater public 
access and enjoyment of these lands…”  These funds can be used for invasive species control, as well as reforestation and run-off mitigation controls. The Natural Area Reserve 
System (NARS) was established under Chapter 195, HRS to protect and preserve unique natural assets, for the enjoyment of future generations and to provide base lines against 
which changes in the environment can be measured. The Natural Area Reserve Fund was created for the identification, establishment, and management of natural area reserves. 


