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Greeks KIRC gets funds for restoration project
from state
vote ‘no’ $90,000
will temporarily save
Country faces
uncertain future in
common currency
By ELENA BECATOROS
and DEMETRIS NELLAS
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Greece
lurched into uncharted territory and
an uncertain future in Europe’s
common currency Sunday after voters overwhelmingly rejected demands by international creditors for
more austerity measures in exchange for a bailout of its bankrupt
economy.
Results showed about 61 percent
voted “no,” compared with 39 percent for “yes,” with 100 percent of
the vote counted. The referendum
— Greece’s first in more than four
decades — came amid severe restrictions on financial transactions in
the country, imposed last week to
stem a bank run that accelerated after the vote was called.
Thousands of jubilant government supporters celebrated in Syntagma Square in front of Parliament,
waving Greek flags and chanting
“No, no, no!”
Early trading on Asian markets
indicated investors were alarmed, as
stock indexes fell.
It was a decisive victory for Prime
Minister Alexis Tsipras, who had
gambled the future of his fivemonth-old coalition government —
and his country — in an all-ornothing game of brinkmanship with
Greece’s creditors from other European countries that use the euro, the
International Monetary Fund and
the European Central Bank.
“Today we celebrate the victory
of democracy,” Tsipras said in a televised address to the nation, describing Sunday as “a bright day in
the history of Europe.”
“We proved even in the most difficult circumstances that democracy
won’t be blackmailed,” he said.
Tsipras called the referendum last
month, saying a “no” vote would
strengthen his hand to negotiate a
better deal for his country. His government has said it believes it would
be possible to conclude a deal with
creditors within 48 hours.
But European officials and most
of Greece’s opposition parties painted the referendum as one of whether
the country kept using the euro —
even though that was not the convoluted question asked on the ballot.
Opinion polls Friday showed that
74 percent or more want their country to remain in the euro.
“Given the unfavorable conditions last week, you have made a
very brave choice,” Tsipras said in
See GREECE on Page A4
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jobs, volunteer trips
By MELISSA TANJI
Staff Writer

At least two jobs will be saved
and around five volunteer trips to
Kahoolawe will be secured as the
state Department of Health recently
extended its restoration project for
the cash-strapped Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission, which is
facing layoffs and program cuts in
light of a budget shortfall.
The Health Department’s Clean
Water Branch’s Polluted Runoff
Control Program is giving the commission $90,000 to extend for one
year the commission’s Hakioawa
Watershed restoration project,
which will allow a continuation of

restoration efforts including watering and planting at the one-time
practice range for the military that is
being restored, protected and preserved by the commission. KIRC
officials said that the state program
offered its help.
“It’s good news,” said KIRC Executive Director Mike Naho‘opi‘i
last week.
“It allows us to continue to do
more restoration work on the island,” Naho‘opi‘i added.
The funding came as the nonprofit commission was winding down its
30-day crowd-funding online campaign to raise $100,000 to assist
with its operations through the summer. The state Legislature decided
to give the commission $1 million
of the $3 million requested for the
current fiscal year, which began
Wednesday.
This fiscal year is the first time

mauinews.com

trimming positions to cover costs
and other adjustments to cut costs.
The organization can still revise the
budget, commissioners said.
Plans called for trimming almost
half the staff of 18, although Naho‘opi‘i said there now may be
more opportunity to return some positions, although some for less than
full time and not for a full year.
He added that the recent project
funding will also provide opportunities for the public to visit Kahoolawe, although the commission
said there are only 12 projected volunteer access trips to the island this
fiscal year, down from 34 trips in
fiscal 2015, which ended June 30.
“We still have to cut that back.
One, we don’t have enough staff to
facilitate as many trips as we had
(last fiscal year). We do not have
enough budget to keep the camp (on
See KIRC on Page A3

Cooling down
Kona Ice “Shave Ice Expert” Peter Yahr hands over a plain treat
to a customer who wants to flavor the shave ice with syrup
from the dispensers mounted on
the side of his truck Thursday
afternoon at Keopuolani Park in
Kahului. Yahr said business was
brisk during the Maui Cup soccer tournament that started
Thursday, but it is possible to
get too hot for business. “There
comes a point when it’s so hot
that people won’t leave the
house,” he said. Thursday saw
93 degrees in Central Maui but
temperatures had cooled down
a little by Sunday, with Kahului
Airport hitting 87 degrees. Oahu
visitors Ryder Reece, 5, and
Oshyn Ferreira, 10, enjoy shave
ice while cheering for the Kailua
Kings.
The Maui News
MATTHEW THAYER photos
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KIRC is receiving money for its
budget from the state. KIRC previously drew from a $44 million trust
fund from the federal government
set up when it turned over the island
to the state in 1994, with the caveat
that the island would be transferred
to a future Hawaiian nation. That
fund is slated to run out of money by
early 2016.
Since finding out the appropriation would be less than hoped for,
KIRC officials have been trying to
find ways to sustain the commission’s operations and staff.
The crowd-funding campaign,
which had an official end-date of
June 15, raised around $38,000.
The campaign, “Aloha Kaho‘olawe
2015,” is still accepting donations
through the website Go Fund Me.
On June 1, commissioners unanimously passed the budget for the
current fiscal year, which included
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Jeremy Alcede talks about his legal issues Friday
outside the federal courthouse in Houston. Alcede
spent nearly seven weeks in jail for refusing a
judge’s order to share his social media passwords
with the new owner of the business he lost in bankruptcy.

By JUAN A. LOZANO, The Associated Press
HOUSTON — A Texas man used social
media to promote his gun store, posting politically charged messages that criticized the
president and promoted Second Amendment
rights.
But after losing ownership of his suburban
Houston store in bankruptcy, Jeremy Alcede
spent nearly seven weeks in jail for refusing a
federal judge’s order to share with the new
owner the passwords of the business’s Facebook and Twitter accounts, which the judge
had declared property.
“It’s all about silencing my voice,” said Alcede, who was released in May after turning
over the information. “Any 3-year-old can
look at this and tell this is my Facebook account and not the company’s.”
Alcede’s ultimately failed stand charts new
territory in awarding property in bankruptcy
proceedings and points to the growing importance of social media accounts as business assets. Legal experts say it also provides a lesson
for all business owners who are active on so-

cial media.
“If your business is something you feel very
passionately about, it can be hard to separate
those things,” said Benjamin Stewart, a Dallas-based bankruptcy lawyer. “The moral for
people is you have to keep your personal life
separate from your business life.”
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Jeff Bohm, who
handled Alcede’s case, acknowledged “the
landscape of social media is yet mostly uncharted in bankruptcy,” and cited a 2011 New
York bankruptcy court case that treated such
accounts like subscriber lists, which “provide
valuable access to customers and potential
customers.”
Other cases in the U.S. and abroad have
touched on similar issues. In 2012, a South
Carolina Internet company settled a lawsuit
filed against a former employee it said caused
thousands of dollars in lost business when he
took 17,000 Twitter followers with him. A
Pennsylvania federal court in 2013 ruled in
See PASSWORDS on the next page
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Life jacket
found near
Molokini
The U.S. Coast Guard is requesting assistance in locating
the owner of a life jacket found
floating near Molokini Crater
on Sunday and is urging
mariners to be on the lookout
out for anyone possibly in distress.
The Coast Guard received
notification at 10:38 a.m. Sunday that a passenger vessel had
recovered an orange, adult life
jacket floating near Molokini.
The vessel monitored the immediate area and, seeing no
signs of distress, transferred the
life jacket to the Coast Guard,
according to a release.
Anyone with information
that may help identify the owner of the life jacket is asked to
contact the Sector Honolulu
Command Center at (808)
842-2600.
The Coast Guard urges
boaters to label all watercraft
and equipment with contact information in order to quickly
account for owners and prevent
any unnecessary searches.

U.S. Coast Guard photo

The U.S. Coast Guard is
requesting public assistance in identifying the owner of this life jacket found
drifting near Molokini Crater
on Sunday.

KIRC

ANTHONY PFLUKE photo

A brush fire near Piilani Highway and Moi Place in Kihei on Saturday is seen in this photo by 14-year-old Anthony Pfluke. Maui County fire officials reported more than 10 fire
calls on Saturday, including brush fires, an unscheduled sugar cane fire and a structure
fire.

Fourth of July a busy day
for Maui County fire crews
The Maui News
Maui County firefighters responded to more than 10 fire
calls, including brush fires, an
unscheduled cane fire and a
structure fire on Saturday, fire
officials said Sunday.
No injuries were reported in
any of the incidents, although
in at least four brush fire calls,
children were seen playing
with fireworks prior to the fires
beginning, fire officials said.
Homes on Loina Place in
Paia were evacuated after a unscheduled cane fire broke out
around 10 p.m. Saturday. Children were seen playing with
fireworks in the area. Burned
were 3 acres of sugar cane
mauka of Loina Place. Residents reported the fire near the
Paia Gym.
The cause of a fire at a Happy Valley home remained undetermined Sunday after the
residence sustained an estimated $100,000 in damage to its
structure and $15,000 in damage to its contents after a fire
broke out at the Alani Place

home at 12:43 p.m. Saturday.
Four people inside the home
escaped without injury.
Firefighters arrived at 12:47
p.m. to find the flames coming
from the rear portion of the single-story home. Crews had the
fire under control at 1:05 p.m.
and extinguished at 1:42 p.m.
A battalion chief and crews
from Wailuku and Kahului responded to the blaze. Neighboring structures were not
damaged.
American Red Cross officials on Maui on Saturday met
with the home’s residents to
ensure their emergency needs
for food, shelter and clothing
were met, according to a news
release.
The brush fires Saturday
where children were seen in
the area playing with fireworks
prior to the fire include:
≤ An old cane-haul road near
Lahaina Aquatic Center, reported at 7:48 p.m., 1,000
square feet of brush burned.
≤ Alahao Street in Kahului,
across of Kanaha Beach Park

campground, reported at 8:55
p.m., 600 square feet of brush
burned.
≤ Haulani Street in Pukalani,
reported at 9:05 p.m., 250
square feet of grass burned.
≤ Between Kahawai Street
and Iao Stream, reported at
10:17 p.m., 50 square feet of
grass burned.
Other brush fires Saturday
with causes undetermined
were:
≤ At Kukona Place in
Wailuku, reported at 7:44
a.m., 25 square feet of brush
burned.
≤ Between Piilani Highway
and Kaiola Place in Kihei, reported at 2:01 p.m., 2 acres of
brush burned.
≤ At Kaiola Place in Kihei,
150 yards south of the first fire
on Kaiola Place, reported at
4:04 p.m., about half-acre of
brush burned.
≤ At Holomua Road in Paia,
one-fourth mile mauka of
Hana Highway, reported at
10:34 p.m., 750 square feet of
brush burned.

Continued from Page A1
island) running all the time. We are still looking at different
funding to keep the camp open and keep bringing people to Kahoolawe,” Naho‘opi‘i said.
The state Health Department has had programs with the commission since 2003. The two have worked together to diminish
excessive sedimentation in the reserve. With this process, volunteer members trained and engaged in service learning take the
work back home to apply in their respective environments, the
commission said in a news release.
To date, the Health Department’s project volunteer groups
have covered 483 of the island’s 4,000 acres earmarked for
restoration. It is a goal projected to last multiple generations and
to require many more volunteers.
In the past two years, the Health Department’s polluted runoff
control program has subsidized access to the reserve for a volunteer force responsible for 20,000 native plantings. It has resulted
in native plant cover and a decrease in bare soil, according to the
commission.
In light of the staff and funding decrease, KIRC continues its
open trolling dates for permitted vessels around the reserve.
This month’s trolling dates are Saturday and Sunday and July
25 and 26.
Hawaii administrative rules require all vessels register annually with KIRC before entering the reserve to troll on specific
dates. The vessels also need to file a catch report with KIRC anytime they fish in the reserve, whether fish are caught or not. A
$25 permitting fee is applied to the registration process.
All other fishing, ocean recreation, commercial and or other
activities are prohibited. The waters are highly restricted because
of the continued presence of unexploded ordinance and protection of resources.
For more information on trolling, contact Dean Tokishi at
243-5889, or dtokishi@kirc.hawaii.gov, or see kahoolawe.
hawaii.gov to download a registration packet. Packets are available at the Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation at 101
Maalaea Boat Harbor Road.
■ Melissa Tanji can be reached at mtanji@mauinews.com.

DUI SENTENCES
THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES for driving under the influence of intoxicating liquor during the period of June 24 to July 1. The listings include the offender’s name, age, residence and charges.
First offenders undergo a 14-hour alcohol abuse rehabilitation
program, a substance abuse evaluation and a one-year license
suspension with the ability to operate a vehicle if qualified for an
ignition interlock device.
Wailuku District Court:
Walter Huckins, 52, Pukalani; DUI; $500 fine, $437 in fees.
Puvalu Kaufusi, 32, Napili; DUI (two counts); five-day jail
term, $1,149 in fees.
Masterson Obet, 60, Kihei; DUI, driving without a license;
$250 in fines plus fees.
Barry Peschon, 51, Wailuku; DUI (second offense within five
years), driving without a license; 30-day jail term, $500 fine
plus fees.
Robert Soto Jr., 46, Wailuku; DUI (second offense within five
years), driving without a license; five-day jail term, $700 in fines
plus fees.

CRIME WATCH
a.m.
• Kealohilani Street, Kahului; June
burglaries, stolen vehicles and 23, 12:54 a.m.
vehicle break-ins in Maui
• 300 block of Nakoa Drive,
Wailuku; June 24, 3:37 a.m.
County reported to the Maui
Police Department from June • Oki Place, Waihee; June 24,
21 to 27. The list includes the 4:06 p.m.
• Aiai Street, Kahului; June 25,
majority of reports during the
1:39 p.m.
period and gives the approxi- • 500 block of Pohu Street,
mate time of occurrence of the Waiehu; June 25, 3:39 p.m.
crimes. The information is
• 1600 block of Lower Main
Street, Wailuku; June 26, 8:32
compiled by the Maui Police
Department Community Rela- a.m.
tions Section, which helps res- • Hookele Street, Kahului; June
idents organize Neighborhood 26, 9:23 a.m.
Crime Watch groups through- Stolen vehicles
• 100 block of Pakaula Street,
out Maui. For more informaKahului; 1995 gold Honda Accord;
tion on starting a NeighborJune 21, 5:34 p.m.
hood Crime Watch, call 244• 200 block of West Kamehameha
6380. Police remind residents Avenue, Kahului; 2005 gold Ford
to report suspicious activity by Ranger; June 21, 11:28 p.m.
calling the nonemergency po- • 300 block of Hukilike Street,
Kahului; 1992 red Ford F150;
lice number at 244-6400.
June 25, 5:10 p.m.
• Koapaka Lane, Waiehu; redCENTRAL MAUI
and-black motorcycle; June 26,
5:41 p.m.
Burglaries
• Naniluna Place, Wailuku; black• Waiale and East Waiko Roads,
and-yellow Taotao moped; June
Waikapu; June 22, 6:31 a.m.
27, 11:18 a.m.
• 100 block of North Market
Vehicle break-ins
Street, Wailuku; June 22, 10:07

THIS IS A LIST of residential

• Pio Place, Wailuku; 2004 red
Ford Explorer; June 21, 10:12
a.m.
• Molokai Hema Street and West
Papa Avenue, Kahului; 2007
white Ford F250; June 22, 9:49
a.m.
• Maui Lani Parkway, Wailuku;
1998 gold Toyota Corolla; June
22, 11:31 a.m.
• 500 block of Haleakala Highway,
Kahului; 2014 black Dodge
Charger; June 25, 1:19 p.m.
• 200 block of Dairy Road, Kahului; 2008 blue Nissan Rogue;
June 27, 4:52 p.m.

UPCOUNTRY (Pukalani,
Makawao, Kula)
Burglaries
• Kolohala Drive, Kula; June 22,
9:04 a.m.
• Nenelea Street, Haliimaile; June
23, 6:40 p.m.
• 900 block of Makawao Avenue,
Makawao; June 26, 7:21 a.m.
• 1200 area of Lower Kula Road,
Kula; June 26, 8:44 a.m.
• 3600 block of Baldwin Avenue,
Makawao; June 27, 6:19 a.m.

SOUTH MAUI
Burglaries

state by the federal government. The KIRC
was initially funded by a small percentage of
the $400 million federal appropriation for the
cleanup of unexploded ordnance. Made in payments over a number of years, this “Kahoolawe
Rehabilitation Trust Fund” was never intended
asked questions submitted
— nor was ever large enough — to serve as an
to his office staff.
endowment to perpetually support the KIRC’s
mission of restoration and management of the
former bombing range. In the final reports to
Q: I was reading that Kahoolawe is going to run out of Congress before Kahoolawe was returned to
ALAN
money soon and that they still the state, it was acknowledged that federal supARAKAWA
have a long way to go as far as port would be limited and that state funding
would ultimately be needed.
cleaning up the island. Isn’t
Kahoolawe part of Maui County? As a taxpayIn recent years, KIRC has requested funding
er I would be OK with spending some of my
from the Legislature, knowing that its trust
taxes on cleanup and restoration efforts. I
fund would soon be depleted. With an annual
know that this is the Navy’s fault for bombing
operating budget of approximately $2.7 milpoor Kahoolawe back in the day, but it is part lion, the KIRC not only restores, maintains,
of our Maui County island ohana and we
monitors and preserves the environmental, natshould be taking care of our own.
ural, cultural and marine resources of the island
A: Yes, Kahoolawe is part of Maui County
reserve, it also essentially runs a self-contained
and, like you, I agree that the county has a role municipality — providing transportation, housto play in supporting Kahoolawe. Since I have ing, water, sanitation, electricity and food needbeen mayor, the county has given grants to the ed to support its staff and volunteers. It would
Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve Commission each be hard to find another government program
year to incorporate solar and PV at its Kathat is as efficient. For the fiscal year 2016
hoolawe base camp; the camp’s electricity is
budget that took effect Wednesday and fiscal
provided by a diesel generator, so converting
year 2017 budget, the Legislature approved an
the camp to solar and PV will reduce
annual appropriation of only $1 million for the
KIRC’s need to purchase and transport fuel,
KIRC, which is far short of its needs, and so it
thus saving money and manpower. For those
will likely have to cut back on its staff and its
who may not be familiar with KIRC, it is a
work. I have testified at the Legislature in supstate agency that was created by the Legislature port of full state funding for the KIRC. Hopewhen the island reserve was returned to the
fully in future years, the state will appropriate

ASK THE MAYOR
Mayor Alan Arakawa
answers some of the most-

• Huku Lii Place, Kihei; June 22,
9:04 a.m.
• 1600 block of South Kihei Road,
Kihei; June 27, 11:45 a.m.
Vehicle break-ins
• 1900 block of South Kihei Road,
Kihei; 2014 silver Dodge Charger;
June 21, 10:17 p.m.
• 500 block of Kaiola Street, Kihei;
1999 white Toyota Tacoma; June
21, 11:27 a.m.
• 6600 area of Makena Road,
Wailea; two break-ins — 2015
black Dodge Caravan; June 22,
7:22 p.m.; and 2014 gray Dodge
Charger, June 27, 4:25 p.m.
• 2800 block of South Kihei Road,
Kihei; 2013 black Dodge Charger;
June 24, 2:06 p.m.
• West Welakahao Road, Kihei;
2007 black Ford Focus; June 25,
5:14 a.m.
• East Welakahao Road, Kihei;
2000 white Toyota Tacoma; June
27, 5:51 p.m.

WEST MAUI
Burglaries
• 800 block of Front Street, Lahaina; June 22, 7:27 a.m.
• 2300 block of Kaanapali Parkway, Kaanapali; June 22, 9:16
a.m.

Stolen vehicles
• Mala Wharf Road, Lahaina;
white and black sailboat; June 21,
10:37 a.m.
Vehicle break-ins
• 800 block of Olowalu Village
Road, Lahaina; 2001 white Ford
Ranger; June 21, 10:29 a.m.
• 11800 area of Honoapiilani Highway, Lahaina; 2004 red Ford
Ranger; June 21, 7:48 a.m.
• Kaanapali Shores Place, Kaanapali; 2013 gray Dodge Charger;
June 25, 12:49 p.m.
• 2400 area of Kaanapali Parkway, Kaanapali; 2014 black
Dodge Charger; June 25, 3:08
p.m.
• Dickenson and Wainee streets,
Lahaina; 2014 gray Dodge Charger; June 25, 4:32 p.m.

EAST MAUI (including Paia and
Haiku)
Burglaries
• Hahana Road, Haiku; June 21,
11:21 a.m.
• 600 block of Baldwin Avenue,
Paia; June 21, 4:06 p.m.
• 500 block of Haawina Street,
Paia; two burglaries — June 25,
5:57 and 8:16 p.m.
• Kapuai Road, Haiku; June 25,

full funding for the KIRC to continue its resources management and restoration work. To
support the KIRC, you can contact its office at
243-5020 or click on www.gofundme.com/
alohakahoolawe2015.
Q: Can you tell me if Vevau Street is a county street? And if it is, why is it so badly damaged? It’s just terrible. I realize that it is a very
short street but it is well used as it sits between
two shopping centers and the library. Please
let me know what the plans for Vevau Street
are in the future. Mahalo.
A: The answer is, the county owns part of
the Vevau Street — from Lono Avenue to
School Street — and Alexander & Baldwin
owns the second half, from School Street to
Kane Street. The county had actually paved our
portion of the street recently, however A&B’s
portion of the street is tied in with a mixed-use
commercial and residential condominium project it has planned for that area. From what I understand, once that project gets underway so
will road improvements. Right now, there’s
been no word as to the timeline of that particular project so I can’t tell you when those improvements will take place.
Q: I’m a lifelong Paia resident and once upon a time there was a sign that said “Welcome
to Paia” at the entrance of our town. Now the
sign has been covered up with stickers and
graffiti and it’s a mess. I’m not sure who owns
the sign, if it’s the Paia Merchants Association
or HC&S, but it should be replaced. I recall a

5:09 p.m.
Stolen vehicles
• Baldwin Avenue, Paia; 2014
black Guangyu moped; June 25,
9:42 p.m.
• Ulalena Loop, Haiku; 1998 white
Nissan Altima; June 26, 8:39 a.m.
• 10200 area of Hana Highway,
Haiku; 1989 blue Toyota Camry;
June 27, 10:46 a.m.
Vehicle break-ins
• Alawai Road, Paia; 2004 white
Honda Accord; June 21, 12:59
p.m.
• Hana Highway, Paia; two breakins — 2014 white-and-cream Lincoln MKX; June 22, 12:50 p.m.;
and 2014 gray Dodge Charger;
June 24, 6:25 p.m.
• Puna Road, Paia; 2005 white
Ford Econoline E350; June 27,
1:30 p.m.
• Paani Place, Spreckelsville; two
break-ins — 2004 gold Lexus
RX3; June 27, 1:46 p.m.; and
2001 black Volkswagen Golf;
June 27, 2:14 p.m.
• Nonohe Place, Spreckelsville;
1999 black Dodge Ram 1500;
June 27, 3:25 a.m.
• 800 block of Haiku Road, Haiku;
2007 black Ford Freestyle Van;
June 27, 11:24 a.m.

local boy planting hibiscus around the sign
when it first went up as part of his Eagle Scout
project; maybe another Boy Scout can do some
sort of sign beautification project again. Whatever the case, something should be done. Mahalo.
A: Actually, that “Welcome to Paia” sign
was purchased by the Paia Main Street Association, which has now evolved into the Paia
Town Association. I’ve since spoken to association officials and they said they have considered replacing the sign but have mixed feelings
about it. Although some residents, such as
yourself, feel the sign has been defaced, others
look at it and see that it reflects the unique nature of Paia town. I’ve been told that visitors
stop to take pictures and there are even T-shirts
and cards featuring the image of the sign. A
compromise may be to replace it with a new
sign but keep the old sign as a piece of history
somewhere and have it on display. Whatever
the case, if Paia residents feel strongly about
the issue one way or the other, they should let
their opinions be known to the Paia Town Association. They can be reached paiatown
association@gmail.com.
■ Want to Ask the Mayor? Submit your Maui
County related questions to Mayor Alan
Arakawa by email at askthemayor@maui
county.gov, by phone at 270-7855 or by mail
at 200 S. High St., ninth floor, Wailuku 96793.
Questions submitted will be considered for inclusion in the “Ask the Mayor” column; to request a personal response to a concern, email
mayors.office@mauicounty.gov.

